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My recent article: Kentwood High School: Is There
A Method To The Madness? by: Nichelle Cook
Spelman College '09 In most cases things do not
just happen, but are a consequence of many that
occurred before it. As disheartening as it may be,
the continuing desegregation struggle at Kentwood
High School is no exception. In fact, as a native of
Kentwood and former student of Kentwood High
School, | can candidly state that for as long as |
can recall there has been a struggle o obtain
adequate educational resources to prepare
students to actively compete in the increasingly
advanced world that awaits them. However, it
remains that little is mentioned about it. Instead,
although well deserved, Kentwood High continues
to be praised for the exceptional extracurricular
activities (ie. football, track) that have made them
known throughout the state of Louisiana,
particularly the southeast region. For years | have
wondered, when will something be done? And for
years |'ve been convinced that nothing has been
done because the issues haven't been exposed.
Why, many may ask? The answer lies simply in the
fact that many of the children are not even aware
that they are not performing sufficiently. Evidence
of this can been seen in the recent article released
by The Advocate on December 12th which alleges
a contradiction between state and local test score
ranking results which suggests that local results of
the same tests are substantially higher than that of
the results recorded by the state of Louisiana. It is
my sincere hope that, if factual, this is a first time
occurrence. However, as the 2005 Valedictorian of
Kentwood High graduating with a 4.0 average, |
can say that | do not feel that the preparation |
received absent of the option of either Advanced
Placement or International Baccalaureate classes
made me able to compete at the level that most
valedictorians that | encountered at both LSU and
Spelman College were able to compete. Not by
any means am | trying to suggest that my level of
competency alone is substantial means to judge
the level of education at Kentwood High School.
However, | am suggesting that there is an excellent
chance that having been afforded the opportunity
to take at least a few of the more challenging
classes being afforded to students at other schools
in our parish only less than an hour away, may
have made a difference. Many may argue that the
lack of ability to produce means by which students
at Kentwood High School can perform at levels
such as Ponchatoula High and Hammond High are
due to the limited amount of students that the
school has. However, the question then should be
asked why in a racially diverse community such as
Kentwood's does a school exist with only a little
over 300 students, over 90% of which are African-
American. When comparing this to the more
recently built Sumner High School which houses
over 600 students, a great deal of which come from
neighborhoods nearest to Kentwood High, one is
forced to wonder how Kentwood could suffer such
an inadequacy in resources, and school zoning not
be adequately enforced. The time has come to
answers these and many other questions
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